A. on | 

SER MON 
| OE 0 

REPENTANCE. 


Avery godly and profitable Sermon, 
4 preached at Zee in Eſſex. 


D) ARTHVR Dent, CMiniiter of Gods Word: 
Publiſhed at che requeſt of ſundry goely, 
and 2 Perſons. 


Ion Au 2.8, 
They that waite vpon lying vanigies,{ar ſake their 
one ert ies. 


riated by F. K. for Iohn Hariſon, dwelling at 
| the digne of the Golden Y/ nicorne in Pater- 
1 noiler Row. 163 0. 


* 


F 


In Concionem Aribari Dent, 
G. Pudes Carmen. 


Ature reſipiſer precor, peccatag, linque: 
#3 legis aut andi, quiſ quis et iſdud opus. 
Si non percr atis peccata prieribus adder, 
Olim bac te contra Concis teſtis crit. 
Her aliqui lefta flames ſua crimina mnltum, 
CMlMutarm mores, & nend ven plaret. 
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The ſame in Eugliſb. 


Hou that doſt reade or heare this worke, 
Iwiſhtherto doe this: 

Repent in timo, and ſinne ſorſale, 

Amend whats amiſſe. 
But if thou wilt adde ſinue to ſime, 

Not mi amend: 
This vrirneſſe be, 

Againſt thec ia the end. 
Some that haus heard this read of late, 

Lamenting much their ſinne: 
Haue chang'd their former marmere, and 
A new life now begin. 
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choughl was moſt yn- 
Willing that this poore 

FS talcnt & trauell of mine 
"| ſhould euer haue beene broached 
abroad, and come to light, both 
{| becauſe ic may ſeeme as a candle 
lighted at noone · day, as alſo, be- 
| .cauſe many other mens doing 
might more worthily a great 
deale haue beene publiſhed and 
committed vnto letters; yet be- 
cauſe diuers which heard it prea- 
ched with a liuely voyce were 
very inſtant, yea, and more then 
importunate with mee to haue it 
publiſhed, vſing ſuch reaſons as l 
could not greatly gaine-ſay, [did 
at laſt yeeld to their requeſts: and 
A3 ſo 


Nader. 

ſo this yntimely fruite is come a- 
broad to be ſold in open markets. 
Let no man therefore bee offen- 
ded, that I haue nor ſtrained my 
ſelfe to fly an high pitch, to foame 
out the froath of mans wiſedome, 
and to make a great ſhew of lear- 
ning, by blowing the bladder of 
vanitie, till ic burſt with ſwelling; 
but it is not my vſe, I ſecke eſpeci- 


ally the ſaluation of the ſimple & 


ignorant: and therefore ſtoope 
downe to their reach and capaci- 
ty. Therefore! beſcech thee,gentle 
Reader, accept my good meaning: 
Reade this without prejudice z 
Hike it as thou profiteſt; ſo ſhalt 
thou haue praiſe of God, and 
eomlort in thy Conſcience. 
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LvXxE 13.5. 
[tell you nay, but except you repent, you ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh, ; 


Ahe occaſion of theſe we2vs of our 
rod and Dauionr Jeſus Chailk, 
was, becauſe there were certaine 
that ſhewed him the Galilcans, 
whoſe blood Pilate had mingled 
with their owne @acrifices, that is, murdered 
| them as they were lacriſicing, and ſo their blood 
was mingled with the blood of the beaſts which 
were ſacrificed. Theſe men therefoze thought 
that thoſe Galileans were greater ſinners then 
all other Galileans , becauſe they had ſuffered 
ſuch things: and that thoſe eighteene alſo, vpon 
whom, the Tower ol Siloam fell and flew them, 
were ſinners aboue all the men that dwelt 4 
Ieruſalem. (herein they did vtter a ſ⸗ - 
tuption naturally engendꝛed in“ Zug 
very ſharply to ſee intothe . 
ip to cenſure of them, + 
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flatter themſelues, and to be blind fold in (: 
ing their owne linnes, Foz theſe men thaught, 
berauſe the like iudgements did ngs fall vpon , 
them, thexefgze they gre well egugh, they 
wert not lo great lianers, — rather highly in 
the fauour of God, aces wing as manp doe 
falſely ſuppoſe, that they are alwaies the wozſt 
ſo2t of people whom God dpeth molt ſtrike aud 

pzee with bis puniſhing band: hayiog fo2- 
gotten that God doerh not keepe an ozdjnary 
rate here below, to puniſh euerp man as bee is 
wozlk, 02 to fauour and cocker him as hee is 
beſt: but onely taketh ſome examples, as bee 
thinkerh good, fo2 the {nlruaton and aduertiſe 


ments of all others, and to be, as it were, is 


king⸗glaſſes, wherein etlery man may fee his 
owne face, yea, and his owne cauſe handled, 
and that God is a ſenere reuenger of ſinne: that 
all men may learne bp the example of ſome, to 
tremble and beware, left peraduenture thep 
bee wozthily conſtratned to kecpe their owne 
turnes, and to know what they haue deſerued, 
Theſe men which bzought theſe newes to our 
Sautour Chill, had taken foozth this leſſon: 
Whereupon cur @aujour is tuſtly occaſioned 
to correct their erroneous & ſlaiſter iudgement, 
and to tcach them that they muſt not teiopce at 
the inſt punichment of others, but rather be in- 
Arucked therchp to repent. a 

"6 64 nd 


| 


— — — — — — ̃ . 


18. of Repentance. 3 
that God dooth not 


And further, co 
alwapes moſt puniſh che moſt nocoztous offen- 
ders, as murtherers, cheues, robbers, whoze- 


mongers, blaſphemers, quarrellers, (coffers, 
and ſuch like 1 But reſeruech them vnts the 
tudgemenc of the great dap, and, as it were,fat- 
teth them againſt che dap of laughter, and 
therefoze he auſwerech them negatiuely, and 
ſaith, No,ez not fo,buvcxcept ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh : As if he (ould ſap, Are ye 
all of this opinion indeed, that onely monſtrous 
linners are puniſhed iu this wozld, and others 
let alone? Oz that the Galileans, and thoſe 
eixhteene bpon whom the Tower of Siloam 
fell, were greater ſinners then all others + ©} 
doe pou thinke becauſe the ſame iudgements 
haue not light vpoa you, therefoze pou ſhall 
ſcale away in the darke, and eſcape the iudge · 
ments of God:? Mo, no, vou are deceived: Fo? 
A (ay vato you, that except you mourne and la- 
ment fo2 pour ſins, and fall to ſome agreement 
with God in time, pou (FI ſap, enerfyou,which 
are ſorcadyp to condemne others, and iuſtifle 
your ſelues) ſhall not onely periſh with the like 
judgements in this pꝛeſent wozld, but be tuer⸗ 
laſtingly condemned in the wozld to tome. So 
that our Saviour in ſo ſaping, doeth thunder 
downe a moſt dꝛeadfull ſentence vpon all our 
heads: Foz hee concludeth and ſetteth downe, 
that 
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that all men liuing vpon the face of the earth, 
whether they be high oz low, rich oz pooze,yong 
02 old, noble oz vn-noble,learaed o2 vnlearned, 
ſimple oz politicke, of what tate , degree, and 
condition ſoeuer they be, liuing and dying with; 
out Repentance, hall periſh and be damned in 
bell fire fo2 euer. The ſcriptures are full of ſuch 
Chunder-bolts, Tobn z. 18. He that beleeues not 
is damnedalrcady: And 2. Cor, 13. 5. Prooue 
your ſelues, whether you are in the Faith: exa- 
mine your ſelues: know you not your ſeluesthat 
Jeſus Chrilt is in you, except ye be reprobares? 
here the Apoſtle flatly ſetteth downe chat 
ail thoſe which haue not Chziſt dwelling in 
their hearts by faith, which is the houſhold⸗ 
{Ger of Repentance, are no better then repꝛo⸗ 
bates, caſt-awapes , and condenmed perſons, 
But becauſe the moſt people in theſe dapes are 
groſſely decetued in Repentance, both concer- 
uing what it is, what it meaneth, what it wozs 
kety, hat be the qualities and couditions of it, 
which be the cauſes, and which be the lets and 
hindzances : and alſo why, when, and where- 
foz2 we ſhould repent? therefoze Þ haue a pze* 
ſent intent to te ach, firſt what is Repentance 2 
ſerondly, which bee her qualities a 82 
thitoſp, when we ould reygent:fourthly, where ⸗ 
{oze we ſhauld repent: aud laſt of all, what let- 
tech do from repentance, Which ozder and — 
(900 
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of Repentance. 5 
thod of teaching, although ſome map miſlike 
(as indeed with me it is not o2dinarp) pet conſi· 
der ing the matter J haue in hand, Ithinke it 
not inconvenient, But to the matter. 
Repentance is an inward ſozrowing and 
continuall mourning of the heart and Conſtci⸗ 
ence fo2 ſin, iopned with faith, and both inward 
and outward amendment. Inward (FA ſay)in 
changing the thoughts and affections of the 
heart, and outward in changing the woꝛds and 
wozkes from euill to good. This repentance no 
doubt, was in Dauid, who when he was cauert · 
ly repꝛooued by the Prophet Nathan, and his 
ſinnes laid befoze his cyes , did not dubboꝛnely 
defend them, and (a tuſtle againſt God: noz pet 
* ſecretly cxcule them, and danbe them ouer, but 
cryeth out in the bitterneſſe of heart, I haue 
ſinned, and thereupon made the 5 1. Plalme. a 
Pſalme indeed full of dolour and heauineſſe, 
wherein the Pzophet bewaileth his faults, la- 
menteth his ſinnes. and pꝛayeth euen fo} a new 
IDeart, and anew Spirit, newthoughts, new 
. affections, new p2omtſes of amendment of lite: 
ſo that in Dauid we may ſee an inward ſozrotw» 
ing, a laſting griefe (as the Booke of Pſalmes 
doeth eue rp where declare, which lapeth him 
out as i were m an Anatomp) yea, and great 
refozmatton, boch in (award g outward ſinnes. 
Here thercfoze behold what is Repentance. 
Like- 
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Likewiſe S. peter thzough infirmifie bauing 
denied his Lozd aud Paſter Chyiſt, and being 
pinced of his owne Conſcience and wakened 


with the alarme of a pooze Cockes crowing, 


went cut of the Court of Pilate, with an heauie 
beart weeping bitterly, and euer after ſtoutly 
pokeſſing Ch2ilt euen bato the death, Ser 
tden what is Nepentance. The Pzophets, in 
the Old Telament, exhozting the rebellious 
Jewes vnto Repentance, vile commonly an 
Nebzew Gerbe, which ſignifics , Turne pe, 
02 Returne pee, and come backe againe : by 
(he which Metaphoꝛ is meant, that like as a 
man that is frayed farre out of his way, muſt 
returue quite backe againe the contrarp way: 


So thoſe that haue ſtrayed from the wap of 


godlmeſſe to the wap of ſinne, muſt come 
backe againe as faſt as euer thep went foz- 
ward, and altogether change the courle of their 
like: Do that repentance is an tarneſt turning 
vnto God, withall pour heart, ſoule and minde. 
Saint lohn Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles in the 
new Ceſtament, exhozting vnto Repentance, 
ble the Gzeeke wozd, which ſignifieth a chan⸗ 
ging ofthe minde alter ward, oz after-wit ; So 
that choſe which thzougb their folly, and want 
of fozmer wit, have flipped into the deepe pit 
and dangerous gulfe of ſiane, when they come 


vuto chemſelues, and haue recoueredtheir wits, 
will 


— — — — 
— — 


— — — — —— — 


i 
' 
.: 


— —ñ — —¼ 4 — 
— — — — 
. 


of Repeprance. 7 


mill be wiſe afterward, and take heed they ne- 
uer came there accaine , accozding to the Hꝛo⸗ 
uerbe : The burnt Childe will cake heed of the 
fire. By this time, I hope pou ſee what is Re- 
pentance; It is not euerp ſozrow, but ſoxrow 
fo2 inne; not foz ſome ſiune, but faꝭ all inne: 
nat ſo2 an houre ; but fo2 euer: Not fo2 a dap: 
but contlayalſy : Not fo2 a weecke, but as long 
as we live, Some thinke euery ſoco is Re⸗ 
pentance , but ſo ſhould Tozlolings repent. 
Some thinke eucry litt le pang ko; une is Re - 
pentance , ſo ſhould Pharaoh repent. Some 
thinke all weeping and lamenting fo2 ſinne is 
Repentance,ſo ſhould Eſau, Iudas and Cain te- 
pent. Dome thinke enerp little hambling of 
our ſelues is Repentance, but ſo hould Ahab 
repent. Some thinke that good wozkes, and 
god ate Repentance , but ſo ſhonlo 
euerp ſicke man repent, Some thinke that a 
refozmetion of words and deedes are Repen- 
tance, but ſo ſhould ciuill men repent. Some 
thinke that to cry Godmercp is Repentance, 
ſo ſhould euerp fole repent. You ſee therefoze 
bow many are deceived in Repentance, But t 
you will ſee what it is indeed loke backe to that 
which hath beene ſaid befoze : fo2 he that will 
repent in good earneſt , muſt not hang downe 
his head like a bulruſh fo2 a day onely, and ſo 
baut donc: Noz ey fromthe teeth —— 
or 
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Lord haue mercy on me, and ſu qu ay: but hee 
muſt make a backe-reckoning , with diligenc 
conſideration of his fozmer life as did the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Dauid , Pfal. 119. 50. I haue conſidered 
my wayes , and turned my feete ynto thy Teſti- 
monies, So mult enzrp one that meaneth to 
repent , ſlincke aſide into ſome cozner oz out- 
place, that there he may haue roome enough to 
beate His owne Conſcience , and to make his 
Heart ſmart fo2 his ſinnes, by aggrauation 
thercof, and weighing all the circumſtances, 
as in the nfath of Daniel: The Church of 
God confeſſeth her ſinnes, not lightly, but with 
wonderfull great exaggeration, and heaping 
vp one thing to another. Do that it is not 
enough co ſap, I haue ſinned : but to fap, A 
haue moſt craiterouſly ſinned, J baue moſt 
obſtinately, careleſly, and rebelliouſſy ſinned : 
I baue monſtrouſly offended in ſuch a place, in 
ſuch a houſe, in ſuch a company, on ſuch a day, 
in ſuch a cozner, inthe darke, J committed A- 
dultery cloſely, when I thought none had ſeene 
me, in ſuch a chamber J vefiled mp neigh⸗ 
bours wife, mine owne conſcience doeth accuſe 
mee of it: in ſuch and ſuch company J haue 
been dzunke, J haue ſpoken and railed againſt 
Gods Mod, J have mocked the Preachers, 
A haue ſpared no oathes not filthy ſpeech : and 
now (O Lozd) Lozd, what an bgly monſter 
and 
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and wzetched billaine am J: Here J tand 
befo2e thy pꝛeſence, all naked, blinde, wounded, 


pate, wꝛetched and miſerable, hauing delt rue 


a thouſand damnations, if thou wouldeſt enter 
into iudgement and try the Law with mee. 
Therefoze I beſeech thee to ſhem pitie and 
compaſſion vpon mee. Annoint mp wounds 
with the ople of mercy, teſtoze me mp ſight, 

cloathe my nakedneſſe, enrich mee that am 
poze,ftrengthenme that am weake, helpe mee 
that am fallen: O bid me not farewell. The 
infant ouer⸗commeth his mother with crying, 
the childe his father with weeping, and che 
ſeruant his maſter by entreaty, and wilt thou 


| - notbe intreated, O Lo2d : Thus, I ſay, ifece- 


ry man would ſpeake in his conſcience to God, 
and thus narrowly, oz moze narrowly examine 
bimfelfe, vndoubtedlpy hee were in the wap to 
Nepentance. 

But alas, it is a wozldto ſee hob the blinde 
Buzzards , and croked Canker⸗wozmes of 
this Wozld goe aw2y from this rule, decet- 
uing themſelues with the bare title and na- 
ked name of Repentance. Pany (indeed) can 
talke of it, but few walke in it: maup ſpeake 
of it, bnt few feele it: many deſcribe it, but 


few know it. It is hid and locked bp from 


the Moezld, and revealed onelp vnto Gods 
Childzen: many thinke they haue 2 it 
when 
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bigb that few can reach it: 
— come e is lo nat⸗ 
rom, that fem cut enter into it: ment | 
few can compzehynd 1 "mY perps 

can hold it: So 


Therefoze,my —— ch vou ia 
vs p2ap vnto our 3 reueale 


vnto vs this Pplterp is hid froinche 
wozld,cthat we may ler if, and ae, 
aud kerle ic ta our endlelſe comkoze , th 
Chziſt Jeſas, which 2 
But now to the ſecond point, 
the qualictesand Fruites of Ropentance : one . 
eſpeciall qualitie of Repentance is an to 
bꝛing with it remiſſton of ines: 
true Repentance goeth befoze, 2 
of finnes muſt neceſſarily follpw alter: — | 
that Repentance veſerueth remiſſion g 
but becauſe where God woꝛketh Nepen 
there he pardoneth ſinnes, becauſe of ny 
miſe, as in Ezekiel 18. 17. When the w 
rurneth away from his Mickedneſſe that hee 
hath committed, and docth that which is 
full and right, he ſhall ſaue his ſoule alue 2 


againe, Eſay 55. 7. Let the wicked forlake kis 


of it. It is a, 


ts... POT 
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wayes, and the vnrighteous kis owne imagij- 


nations, and turne vnto the, Lord, aud heil 
haue Mercy ypon him. So here wee ſee: to. 
whit” 


God h namelp, to the — fl 
ners, that leaue r 


| * imefte, to thoſerharfozſake their ownt wa 
4 and (nvimations;' and tity the Low, 
And as lo ſuch as walke in their owne wayes 


x follom the delights 6f lin, withour any fozrow 


thole hponearch, 
1 * e 88 Church, de that 
d into Thilk by faith, per that ts 
—— of his mental bebe, tan inioy 
nothing vy Chriſts desch: Tany mart abide not 
in mie; he is eaſt forth uA branch and withereth, 
aud her them; and cat them into the 
Frantic bam 0h Joh. oy woe outer 
Fu — yt ge 
dared. och — wore ſhoot 
| & heareth the words of 
| — and bd ae in his heat, ſay⸗ 
ing; Tſhalt have pete although 1 walke accor- 
ding to the ſtubbornmeſſ of mioe owne heart 
| thus adding drun durfl: the Lord i 
doc he rmetcifull yatd him, <a — 
che 
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of ſinnes, and the metey of 


, their 
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the Lord, and his icalouſfie (hall (moake agalnſt 
that man, and euety curſe that is written ithis 
booke ſhall light ypon him. Da that God faith 


—— no mec fo} ach as walke in 
daine delights —— — 


2 —————ů yet 
fo2 allchat Chis a wonder to ſæ hom che —— 


as they | 

a bawd to their ſins, and ſo wozke that viileny 
againſt Chil ; J hope ts be laued by Chzilts > 
death as well as the beſt of them ell, ſay (ome. 
Vut where is thy , thoumnlerable 
mꝛetch ? Dolt thou thinke that Gods mercy is 
common to all? And Chaiſts death a bawdfoz 
thy ſins $ No, no, when it commeth to the vp- 
tot, thou ſhalt hop-ſhoze. Foz it will pꝛoue far 
otherwiſe, Foz thou Walk flade Gods mercp 
turned into tuſtice, and Chuſts death into 
wozme-wood, becauſe thou baten knowledge 
22 not the keare of the Lozv.: Thus 
you [&.; my veare bzethzen, that Repentance 


mult needs goe befode fozgineneſſe of ſinne,and * | - 


where it leadeth not the wap, there the gates of 
Gods mercy are ſhut vy: and this is — 
', a g 


| 
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qualitie of Repentance. It hath allo another 
conditfon, and that is, to alter and change men 
from that they were befozegnot in ſubſtance and 

* Nopoztionsf the body, but in the qualicies and 
conditions of the minde. F02"whoſoener hath 
truelprepented , you ſpall by and by ſ a moſt 
matuellous and wonderfull change in bim, ſo 
that he will not doe as he hath done,noz ſpeake 
bee hath ſpoken, noz company as hee bath 
companied, nox play the good fe llam (as they 
terme it) as hee was wont to doe, no; rune the 
fame exteſſe of rpot as he mas wont, And this 
is that amoʒeth che wozld, and cauſeth them ta 
biilfle & foame at the mouth like wilde Bozes, 
- and-£o-ſpeake euflt of them that turne vnto 
God: Fo the wozld lonech his owne,andcan- 
not abide that God ſhould plucke one feather 
from his wings; but repentance doeth violent* 
ly pullmen out of che clawes of Sathan, any 
change them from the condition of the wonld: 
fo2 ie maketh of pzoud, humble: of hurtfull, 
barme leſſe: ofcruell, make; of wolues, lambs : 
of lyons,ſheepe: of adulterers, chaſte liners: of 
dunkards, ſober men: of (wearers, reuerent 
ſpeakers : of hacers, friends; of diſpiſers, im⸗ 
buacers 2: of (coffers, louers: of earthly, hea* 
- uenlp: Dinels , Satuts: all theſe wozketh 
repentance, Paul trauelled towards Damaſcus 
a Volke, a Perſecuto.a Blod⸗ſucker, a oo 
2 4 
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ter, a Deſpiftr-; but ere he came there, he was 


quite changed, ant cleane of another minde : ſo 
bty was he that met him in the wap, When 


bis Dilciples, accopding ta his pꝛomiſe, there 
were ſome ſcoffers at Ieruſalem, which moc⸗ 
ked, and ſaid, They are full of new wine: But 
the ſame men ct th out bp and be after; ien and 
brethren, what ſhall we dae to be.ſaued ? 

Here was 4 mall wouderfull and ſodaine 
change: See Toy fozce of repentance, when 


God triketh ic inta the heart ofa man, and dzi- 
ueth the naile to the head (as they ſap) it effec- 
tech that which all the wiſedame and policy af 


man is not able to hing to paſſe: and when they 


hane pꝛouled hichet and thither, and laid their 
beads cogether , and ſaught all the cozners of 
their wits, yet can they nat tell which wap to 
turne their hand, oz where to begin to change 
the heart of a man and to couuert him to God, 
Therefoze repentance is ſtronger then all the 
whole wozld, and wozketh chat which all men 
with thetr naturall wits, fine heads, and deepe 


deuices cannot compaſle : fo the conuerſion of. 
a ſinner is a wozke ſupernaturall. Here then we 
haue a glaſſe to behold our ſelues in, whether 
exer we haue repented, oz no: Fo2 if wee finde 


not this change and alter ation in vs, we haue 
not repented, and lo cos ſ.guently remaine vn⸗ 
der 

\ 
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der damnation. Therefoje fereneryman Nan 
bneo himſelle : fo marke hot muth he tsch ms 

| and olltfev front his faber wicked wapfy: 
| fomachhathherepented.' And hee that ts the 
fame man he was thꝛee fottre;e deer, thittte 
perres agoe, ſurely, ſurely, he 

and therefoze abideth in on: © "mats 
nell then howheſe men, which neufr Wer 9 
thange oz alteration wꝛougdt in them 

whoſe Conſcience telleth them that We are 
not changed, no2 know what it meaneth, can 
bane hope of faluation : vnleſſe peraduenture 
they belerne not this doctrine . to de 
alte. J will fend oner theſe mien tb luch an 
haue beene in the like caſe they now are, and 
pet thought thry might doe well ts, bv 
all chat, although both blinve in i 
| and cozrupt'in conuerſattpn. J haue 
and doe know men, wh tonttep⸗ 
don and inward change, a8 00 
nett men as euer brake bitad, mo as fibftane 
tiall men as any could be, and 
bpzicht liners, good am 
their neighbours: yea," 
opinion of themſelues RN 
* 1 8 


7 tt 
arp . 
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giuen them to dlſerye betters and nei epes ts 
and erage) as men come out of a dampe, haue 


darkeneſſe they were in befoze, and haut 
er mods, that they would 
in the ſame caſe they were befoze, no 
15 the wozlvs gods; fo} it ther bad! 
in that caſe, they were ſure they ſhould haue 
ae But IJ pꝛa you what caſe were 
{a befoze : mere they notgood honeſt men, 
end well accounted of, and honeſt livers , and 
well taken whereloeucr they came: ſurely they 
hett ſo taken in the moꝛlbz but now they chinke 
e of themſeluts, their =? 
pened, and the ir iu 
= rg what they (aw not 
vaderſtapd that God condemane me —. | 
1 .wozld tulifiech, Me e thinkech this 
. ciuill and wozlbly men 
mlelues, and know their 


1 eares to beate, let 
ta ſee, let him 
e lues fo all 


ad maruellen ac the palpable aun 
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them full deere in the end. Foz Chiiſts wows 
will pꝛoue true, that mhoſoeuer repenteth not 
hall be damned, that is, whoſoeuer doth not 


ſfeeele in himſelle what is repentance, and find 


in himſelle the qualities chereof, Mall be con 
demned: foz where repentance is, there be the 
qualities of repentance; and where the quali- 
ties be abſent, there is no true repentance, So 
that where Chil ſaſch, Except ye repent, ye 
ſhall all periſh, it (sall one as be had aid, ex 
tept you know. the truth of repentance , excepe 
you can pꝛaoue voto pour Conſcientes the foz- 
xiueneſſe of pour ſins, extept pee feele achange 
and alteration in the bot tome of pour hearts fo: 
- allpour foymer lewd waits Emiſdemeanours, 
you hall ſurely periſh and be damned. But let 
rs a little further ſearch out the qualities at re⸗ 
pent ante. The Apoſtle in the 7. chap of the 2. 
Epittle to the Corinthians ſetteth downe ſeuin 
notable qualities and effects of repentance. 
The firſt of them he nameth Cate: For be- 
, hold(ſaith he) chisthing, chat you haue beene 
godlily 2— rl meter u: 
this is an earneſt ſtudy, and as it were, a 
thought to pleaſe God: ” foz where erue repens 
tance hath once wzought, there followeth great 
care afterward: care (A ſap) to liue in eye obe- 
dience of God: care to keepe a god Couſci⸗ 
eace,care to refozme — 


4 ſkruct 
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ftruct our wiues, chilmen, and ſeruants/in the 
knowledge of God, care to pzap With them 
mozning.and evening ; and generally, care ta 


epentance is not a careleſſe, but a-carefull 
thing. Let no man thinke cherefoze; that als 
though they welter in careleineſſe of the fleſh, 
and fleepe in ſecurity all the daves of their Ute, 
pet their repentance is good enough : yea, and 
though they ſpend whole daies,nights,months, 
and yeeres. in vanities, plapes & paſtime, in idle» 
neſſe fond delights,pleaſures @voluptuouſnes, 
in negligente ol all duty, foꝛgetfulnes of God, x 
contempt of all good things :yet f̃aꝝ all this they 


repent feꝝ theix (ins, & vope to be ſaued as well 


as anp other, But alas, how tan theſe things 
Nand together, to repenc foꝛ ſinne, and to delight 
in ſinne xo hate ſin, ę to loue ſin, tu fly from ſin, 
and to follow after (in + But theſe men A pet; 
ceive would faine mant . Paul alpar; fot bee 
ſaith , A man hach neuer repented, he be 
carefull afrerward to pleaſe God, thep lap they 
doe repent, and haue repented, although thep 
line neuer ſo wheechedly and careleſly, But 
when all licentiaus & lewd livers, filthy whoze* 
mongers, beau ly belly-gods, and carelefle cai⸗ 
tilſea, ene tothe kingdome of God, and are 
laue, chen ſhall theſe men come alſo with chem, 
to be ſaued by careleſſe repentance, ' Th 

| e 


all duties belonging to God: So that - 


— — — — —— — 
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CTbe next quality and effect of repentance is 
named, Clearing of your ſelues, that is, diſchar 
ging ol our ſelues when ſin doeth accuſe vs, and 


luythings to dur charge: to when ſin and Sa- 


tan doe terrffte the conſcience of the pooze penis 
tent ſlaner, by and by he fliech vuto God, and 
aſketh fozgineneſſe chzough Jeſus Chꝛiſt, ſa 
clearing himſelfe, and makinghis/apologte as 
gainſt Sinne and Sathan : like as a man that 
is pieſenced into the Court vpon ſuſpſtion of 
whozedome,o2 any other nocoxtous crime, mult 
cleare himlſelfe by witnes, of that which is lain 
to his charge; ſo the conſcience that is cited by 
Satan befoeze the ſuſtice and judgement-ſeate 


- of Gov,clearcth it ſelfe by Nepentance, and aſ- 


keth fozgiueneſſe though Jeſus Chꝛiſt. So 
that here we may ſce a wonderfull fruit of a pe- 
nitent conſcience : it cannot abide che accuſation 
of finge , it cannot be quiet till it be reconciled 
buto God, and ſo haus peate with-it ſelfe, For 
this is to be noted in # govly man, that when he 

bath committed any lane , and his Conſcience 
tellech him of it, by and by he fceles lead within 
him, and is all heaup,and cannot fleepe quietly, 
till he haue gotten into ſome cozner, where hee 
map mourne and lament to the full, ę conkeſſe 


lay open himſelfe vnto God, and ſo cleare bim 


ſelle though Jeſus Chiift, his conſcience bea- 
ting him witnes that his ſin is loꝛgiuen. her» 
ag 


at 
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as contrarimiſe, the man, when his 
conſcience atcuſeth him of finne, he dilpatcherh 
away all ſuch rhoughts, and trradeth them va- 
der foote : and by and by talleth foz a paire of 
Cards 02 Tables, oz ſome merry companion, 
to diue away time, and to put out all ſuch 
. thoughts out of his head: and ſo indeeve he in · 
creaſeth chemmoze and moze,and cauſeth chem 
"Th thir qualitle (s caller Indignation : 
e third 
that is, a mozcall and deadlp hatred again? 
inne, as when a man doth ſhudder and ſhake, 
and, as it were, grinde his teeth at the remem- 
bꝛance of bis ſinncs ; Fo} this is alwaies in 
the penitent perſon, to loathe and abbozre all + 
ſinne from bis heart, both his awne inne, and 
the ſinues of others, and ta hate it, as the diuell 
bimlelfe , which is the authm of it: and co flie 
from it, as from the very cut · thoat and hang · 
man of his ſoule, and to kuom it to be the onely 
thing that blindeth and har deneth, that ſepara⸗ 
teth fram God, and pzocureth all plagues and 
diſcaſes, both of body and ſaule againſt vs, 
Tbercfoze de ſpitteth at it in defiance, and diſ⸗ 
daineth ic, and doppetb bis noſe at the ftnke of 
The fourth thing is Feare, which is acer- - 
tame awe of God, when a man is afraid to dil. 
pleaſe him: Foz the penitent perſon ſeareth al- 
wapes, 
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warts, and being p2ztup to his owne infirmitie 
and weakeneſſe( hen God neuer ſo little with · 
r him alone) woꝛ⸗ 
keb bis ſaluation with feare and trembling. 
eb not pzeſume vpon fozmer grace ta com · 
mit any ſinne, 62 flatter himſelfe in the mercy 
of God, and che things that he bath already ta · 
cy of God, to peeld co ſome little ſin,chinking 
be way doe that, and be the childe of God well 
enough, becauſe ſome of Gods Chilozen haue 
fallen into greater: but rather he trembleth at 
the leaſt motion of nne, and is afraid of che 
temptation which Satau trappetb in the wap, 
and is afraid when the cemptations of ſinne are 
vpen him, to ſatisfie the hunger of inne : but 
rather bee fighteth- againſt ſinne , when ſinne 
8 inſt im, and preſenteth the feare 
Ir godly o Ioſeph in the 
aſſaults o to bee, as IT were, 
tower ol vefcnce, & well-[pzing of life to auoide 


the ares of death. 
11 1 is Deſue, that is, hungring 
. Foz the pe- 
man chi with a deſire of good 
p co be every dap better then 
— — — 
be deſireth to pzap he deſirech new knowledge, 
vers of heanenly things. 
delircth to heart Sermons, and will ftraine 
bimſelfe 
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bimſelfe to heare them. De dellreth the tom · 
peny of the godly, thtuking bimſe lle in hemeen, 
when he is amongſt them. Oee deſireth the 
uation of his very enemies, ànd pꝛayetij 
them, All tete: and many other ſuch like 
fires, ate in a penitent man. 


The ire alice ts ral: which conlifiech is 


the earneſt embꝛating of vertue: and hatred of 
vice : ſo that the peultent perſon is 5ealons of 
euerp good thing, zealous — in all 


places, fn all companits, and amongiſt all per- 
ſans. Oe cannat abide that Gods honour ſhould 
be impeached, en his name „ 02 his 
gloꝛy trampled under foote by dmen : but 
wif! open his nouth co tepꝛoue the wicked, and 
ſtand ſtoutly in the defence of: glow. ye 
is not like the Arheits'and 


are alwapes as the company, that is, & 
moag che godly, a Pꝛoteſtant amongſt — 
teſtants, wicked amangt the wicked, a Pa pill 


amongſt Pn a —. 
ltags,and a ſweater amougiꝭ | & wes⸗ 
ther-cocke that turneth with — 


penitent man, J ſay; is tle ret 
be is conſtant and ʒealous in all 

is zealous both againft the pleaſures 9 
fits of lane: chpugh he might winne a whole 
wopld, op pleaſure himſelfe neuer ſo murb by 
connmitting inne — pet he will — 


— —fÜÜ— — — — 
— —— 
. 
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fuſe it: fo2 be hath learned from Chuiſis mouth 
that it (hall not pzofit a man to win the whole 
wo2lv,atd to loſe his owne loule, „ 

Che laſt thing is Reuenge, that is, the pent- 
tent perſoa is fo offendep with the inne be hath 
commitced, that be will bee reucaccd of him · 
ſelfe fa it. As foz example, if he haue offended 
in gluttonp, he will ceuenge himſelfe by faſting 
two 02 the daes after, If he haue offended in 
whozedoine, he will be reuenged of his luſt bp 
bakering aud bzivling of themeuer aſter. If 
he haue offended in couetous ratching and pol⸗ 
ling of other meas goods, he will be revenged 
on himſe lle by reſtitution;as-was godly and pes 


- nitent Zacheus:and this indeed is a ſpetiall fruit 


of Repentance, to-refoune our (clues in thofe 
things wherewa we haue moſt offended, Now 
then we (ee (mp deare b2ethen) what lieth in 
the belly of Nepentance, and which bee her in- 
wards: fo that we muſt needs now come to the 
valacing and bnbowelling of Chꝛiſts woꝛds: 
Except ye repent (faith he) yee {hall all periſh: 
that 1s,except ye haue this ſoꝛenamed Care, pon 
hall all be damned: exceyt yo haue this clearing 
of your ſelues, pou ſhall be damned excepepou 
baue this Indignacion, pou ſhall bee damned : 


. except you haue this Feare, you ſhall be dgjn* 


ned: ercept you haue this Deſire, yon alk ali 
be damned: except you haue this Zeale ; 1 
; al 
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ſhall all be damned: except poit haue this Re- 
uenge, you ſhall all be damned. Fo2 our O- 
viour Chꝛiſt doeth not ſpeake of che bare name 


ol Reþentance,but of Repentance with her fut · 


niture and appurtenances : ſo that whoſoeuer 
hath not Repentance with all her qualities am 
effects, oz at leaſt, ſome meaſfureof them , hee 
bath no Repentance indeed, andtherefoe ſhall 
be damned: For except you ye ſhall all 
periſh, But mee thinketh that A beste ſome 
man ſay: here is nothing but damnation, dams 
ore eg en 
bs o | 
reſt vnto you, chat I ſpeake in lote whatloe- 


ſee that every careleſſe and ignozant man pꝛe· 


thy liner, and notoztous blaſphemer abuſeth 
Gods mercy,in applying it to „ 


f 


ſumeth dpon Gods mercy. J ſee that every fil + | 


of Repentance. 25 
repent ane, ſo that they mould make 'Govs 
mereya cloake foz their ſinnes: I (ce that eue 
ry man would faive be flattered in ſiune, and 
* beareof it no moe, but haue the Goſpell pzca- 
ched, which inderde belongeth not vuco them, 
cuntinuing tn their ſtubbanneſſe: But oncly 
to the penitent ſinner which ſoꝛſabeth bine btr, 
ans graanethᷣ and panteth vnder the burden of 
bis ſinne. Therefoze when I ſee you humdled 
with the conſcience of pour ſinnes, and groane 
and pant under the burthenof them: when A 
ſee pour faces blubbered with weeping , and 
your hearts mollified,and ſozrowing with care. 
then will I comfoze-pon , and ceaſe to peach 
- theLaw, But I pe pou, wili you ſteale, mut 
der, and. commit adultery , and pet heate of 
mercy? Mill pou mocke, ſweare, blaſpbeme, 
andraile; and pet heare of merty Will pou 
ſerut ſinne, hate vertue, and follow your owne 
laſts,and pet heart of mercy? Ulould pou haue 
plaiſters befoze you haue wounds: Would pou 
bane pbyſicke befoze pou beſicke : Would pou 
be let bladbefoze pou haue neeve : | 
Could pou not account him a fooliſh Phy» 
litian; that will miniſter Phyſicke to a whole 


mam Would you not thinke bim an vuſkil- 


full Chirurgion that will apply a gent le (aiae 
to an oldfeſtered (oze, and not rather cozzie it % 
Then know yon,mp dzethzen, that becauſe pou 
are 
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are full of groſſe humoꝛs, poumulſt haue trong 
purgation; becauſe pou are full of als frieren 
wounds, you muſt haue copraſine ſalues : fo} 
that is belk fo2 vou, any the ſpeedieſt wap to 
recouer-pour health : aud fozaſmuch as pou be 
bard knatty timber muſt haue hard wedges, F 
bard trokes with a beetle. Me pzeachthelaw, 
to dʒiue pours Chriſt, we pyrach iunge ment, to 
make pon to ſeeke mercy, we pꝛeach damuati⸗ 
au to bing pou toſaluat ion. But to each mers 
cy and foxctiueneſſe befoze men ſee theit ſina, 03 
knowtheir miſery by the pꝛeaching of the law, 
is to p2each the Goſpell vapjoficablp : Fox he 
that is ignoꝛunt of the Law, knoweth not what 
milerpts in himſelfe, oz what mercp is ia Gd. 
What father is there, ho it bis child ſhould 
play the ſtubboꝛne bop, aud diſobey him in eue⸗ 
ty thing her commanveth , would role dis 
bead, and ſap he were a good boy ꝛand not rather 
ſeuerely cozrect him, and whip him with a rod ? 
What maſter will commend his ſeruant lo; 
doing what be liſt, and not what be camman* 
deth him? Euen ſo we may not diſobep, aud doe 
enill, #looke to be flatteres too, and not ruther 
chidden. Let vs know then, that chough God 
ble ſearing, lancing, oꝛ coꝛſing, anv/ ſearthing 
ef the bones, and other violent remedfes 2 pet 
in the meane while he pꝛotureth our 9 
m. 


* 
| 


| 
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them, And let vs further vnderſtand, that foz- 
aſmach as there is na other mne anes to aw vs 
to ſaluation, but by the clenſing of al our vices, 
and the ſame clenſing cannot be done but bp vio« 
lence, when we de warnen bythe doctrine of the 
Law, ſo as dur otone conſciences accuſe bs, al- 
though we like well to be now and then flacte- 


red and ſoothed, pet let vs ſeeke to be ſpoken bn- 


to eatneſtly, co haue our faults told vs, and to be 
made aſhamed of them, to haue out diſhoneſty 
diſcouered, and not deſire to be pleaſev: Foz it 
were next way to make vs rot in our owne fil- 
thinefſe, if we ſhout» hold it in ſecret: and lit 
would coft too deare the ſetting on, if we Houls 
de ſo flattered by men, and in the meane ſtaſon 
the he auen y Judge, thunder downe bpon vs. 
Therefoze, when any man commerh to a 


- Sermon , let him firſt and fozmoſt make his 


reckoning to be rebuked, as meet it is, and let 
bim underſtand that it is fo2 his profit that hee 
is not ſoothed. And if he haue itehtug eates, let 
bim lay them awap from him, aſſur ing him⸗ 
ſelfe elſe, that he is foze-cloſed,(o (hall he neuet 
receine the doctrine to his pꝛoſit and iuſtructi⸗ 
on: and let him bee content to haue his ſoares 
rubbed and bewꝛayed, that hee map de bzoughc 
fo that which is foz his wel-fare, If any man 
pleaſe a ſicke body, what ſhall become of him 2 
Shall he gine him dzinke enerp minute of an 

C boure% 
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boure (hall hee giue him wine, whereas hee 
ſnould giue hun water ?: ſhall he giue him ſal⸗ 
lets? i were the next way to poyſon him. To 
be ſhoꝛt, it is certame that a man doth alwapes 
ſeeke his owne death, when he would haue men 
to ſosthe bim. But now; which is better teither 
that he which hath the ordering ok a ſicke man, 
could peeld to allhts deſtres, o2 that he (ould 


bꝛidle bim, notwithllanding that he chafe and 


gall his teeth, dernuſe he may not haue his 
will in his deres * You ſet therefoze how dan⸗ 
gerous a thing it is to flattert aud raiſe vp men 
wich the pꝛeaching of Wercy, befoze they baue 
beene caſt downe with the ſenſe of Gads iudge⸗ 
ment; Ceale cherefoze to open pour mouth, to 
make hue and cryouer the Countrep, ſaying: 
©Zhcp preach nothing but the Law, the Law, 
Damnation, Damnatton; vnlefſe pou will 
take in Chuiſt to, and make him one of the 
number, and accuſe him of want of wiſedome, 
becauſe be pꝛeacheth and cryeth out, that who? 
ſocuer repenteth not, ſhall be condemned. Foz 
my part, J pꝛeach che Goſpell to whom the 
Golpell belongeth, and che Law to whom the 
Lau belongeth and iudgement to whom tudge- 
ment appertainech, And cherekoze hold pour 
peace; and bee content to bee ruled by the wiſe⸗ 
dome of Gad. But now let vs pzocecde to the 
third generall point, which is the time _ _ 

| bali 
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ſhall repent, - The holy Ghoft in the Scrip- 
tures pointeth vs to the preſent time, amd ex- 
hozteth vs to make that the time of otir Re- 
pentance: Joel 2.12. Thetefoze alſo now the 
Loꝛd ſaith: Turne you vnto me withall your 
heart, with faſting, with weeping, & with mour- 
ning: Like wile, in the 3. chap.to the Hebrewes: 
Exhort one another, while it is called to day, left 
any of you be hardned; through che deceitful- 
neſſe of ſinne. And in the ſame chapter: To day 
if ye will heare his voyce, harden not your hearts 
as in the prouocation. So that now, euen now, 
tuen gow is the time of repentance. 
Now while he calleth, now whileſt heſpea- 
- keth, now whileſt hee knocketh; let vs now 
therefoze heare, let vs now therefo2e obey, let 
vs now therefore redeemechts dap, this pꝛeſent 
Wedneſbap,-which haue foze-1owed ſo many 
dayes,which haue ſo long hardned our hearts, 
which haue let (o many good things runne out 
and ſpill beſtdes: let vs fake vp this day, and 
make it the day ol our Repentance, Although 
wee could nt uer be mooned with any Sermon 
bitherco, pet let vs now be mooued once at laſt. 
Let bs. now ſay, This ſhall be mp dap of repen- 
tanc, J will deferre it no longer, but now will 
I turue vnto my God, q foꝛſake all my foꝛmer 
wicked waies, and mine owne tmaginations:Y 
will now chance che tourſe of my life and begin 
_ auch 
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anew againe. I will be acquainted with Gods 
Mod, and take counſell there hom to doe, hom 
to behaue mp ſelfe in euery action, J will not ons 
Ip refozme my ſelle, but alſo my whole houſhold, 
wife, chilozen, and ſeruants accozding buts the 
ſame, Thus, mp deare bzethzen, A deſeech you, 
purpoſe in pour hearts without anp further de- 
lap: and be not like co Epicures e ſlack-graces, 
which (ap: Pouth will be pouthtull, and pouth 
wilt baue a courle, and what hoald we make 
it ſa holy when we are yaung ꝛtuſh, there needes 
but a ſigh an haure vefoze death, let vs be met; 
ry now, wee ſhall neuer bee pounger, we will 
repent when we are old. As if (poaze ſoules) 


they had Repencance in their flecues,, and at 


their commandement, and that they could res 
peut uh en thep iſt. Mo, no, theſe fellowes ſhall 
pap fo2 their pꝛelumption: Foz Ood will giue 
them ouer to hardneſſe of heatt and impeniten⸗ 
cy, betauſe they tooke lo much vpon them, and 
made lo long delapes, that in the meane le aſon 
they might enioy the p2ofits aud pleaſurcs of 
ſinne. Therefoze (good bꝛet hen) let vs not put 
it off {rom day to dap, but let vs now ſeeke the 
Lozd whileſt he map be found, and call vpou 
him whileſt he is neere 2 let vs take time while 


time is, fo2 time and tive tarriech fog no man: 


Let vs know this to be the time of our vilitatis 


ou, Dur Sauiout Chzilt wept auer lervſalem, 
becauſe 


* 
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becauſe they knew not the time of cheir viſieg» 
tion, Hee repzooued the Jewes, becauſechep 
could dilcerne the face of the ſkie, but could 
not diſcerne the ſtgnes ofthe times. And ſure- 
{y in the end it will turne to our deſtruction, if 
we will not know this to be the day of mercy, 
the time of grace, wherein God fkretcheth fo2ch 
bis hand vnco vs, and wiledome cryeth out inthe 
ſtreets. Therefoze now while we haue the light, 
let vs walke as childzen of the light: the night 
commeth when no man can woꝛke. It ſhall be 
too late to call fa mercy after this life, when 
the gates of mercy are ſhut vp, and repentance 

will be too late. Oh veare Chziltians,lct vs re⸗ 


member the five fooliſh virgins, which becauſe 


© thefearefull and dolefall example of tle rich 


they ouer:\lowed the time, had Peauen gates 
barred bp againſt them. Let vs alſo remember 


Glutton, which being in hell tozmeats, yelled 
and yelped fo2 the leaſt eaſe and beipe thac 
might be, and could not haue it. An hundzed 
thouſand times therefoze better it is fo2 vs, to 
leaue our ſinnes now, to mourne fo: them now, 
and now to repent then hereafter(alas)when it 
ſhalbe too late:better now a great deale to take 
ſome paines, to ſtrame out ſeluestoleaue our 


- finnes,and to make our bearts ſmart fo2 them, 


then to bee condemued fo2 euer, and to cry in 


the bottome of hell: Mee haue wearied our 
C 3 ſelucs 
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(clues fn the wap of wickednes and de ſtruction, 
and we haue gone thzough dangerous wapes, 
but we haue not knowne the way of the Lov. 
bat hath pꝛide pzoficed vs: Oz what p2ofie * 
hath the pompe of riches bꝛought vs? All cheſe 
things are paſſed away like a ſhaddow, and as 
a Polte that paſſed by, e haue ſet our ſelues 
againſt the childꝛen of God, we haue had them 
in deriſion,and in a parable of rep2oach: Wee 
foles thought their lives mavneſle, & their end 
with diſhonoꝛ: but lo thep are counted amongſt 
the childꝛen of God, & theit poꝛtion ts amongſt 
the Saints: Therefo2e let vs know the time of 
our calling, and let vs not be wozle then the 
kowles of che apre: the Turtle, the Crane, and 
the Swallow, obſerne the tune of their com⸗ 
ming: the hulband⸗ man taketh his time, the 
Mariner watcherh his tides: Therefoze let vs 
alſo take the time, and turne tothe Loꝛd, whilſt 
it is ſam co day: Which grace God grant vs. 
Nom let vs returne to the fourth point, conter⸗ 
ning the caules which may mooue bs vnto re⸗ 
pentauce.Herein I baue obſerved nine ſpcciall 
things. | 
Firft; the great mercy of God leadeth vs vn- 
to Repentance, as Rom. g. The bountifulneſſe 
of God leadeth vs vnto repentance , faith the - 
Apoſtle: Gad doth continually follow vs with 


bis mercies and benefits, both concerning our 
ſoules 
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ſoules and bodies, we haue no goodthing which 
we haue not receiued at his hands, we hold all 
that we haue, of him a to him we are beholding 
fo? all:great is his mercy towards our bodies, 
and euery mercy x benefit either towards ſoule 
02 body calleth vs to repentance: he giueth vs 
meat, dꝛinke, and cloathing, theſe call vs to rc⸗ 
pentante: he keepeth vs at his ownecoſt aud 
charges here below, this callerh vs to repen⸗ 
cance: the Sun, the Mone, and the Stars call 
vs vnto repentance: the birds of the apze, the 
ſiſhes of the ſea, and the kruites of the earth cry 
out vpon vs both lond and ſhzill, Repent, re⸗ 
pent: All creatures moue vs bnto repentance, 
Our Creation calleth vs, our Redemption 
cryeth,cur SDanctification knocketh, and our 
Clection mooueth vs to repentance ; hat 
could God doe mote fo2 his Uinepard that bee 

hath not done: Thercfkoze let vs repent, 
Sccoudly, the iudgements of God moue vs 
vnto repentance $ Foz all the Thunder⸗bolts, 
Plagues, and puniſhments , which God hath 
thzowve downe vpon obſinate ſinners, from 
the beginning of the wozld, are ſa many war- 
ning⸗peeces vnto vs, to awake vs out of the 
de ad ſleepe of lin, and to pꝛicke vs to repentance. 
As in 1. Cot. 10. When the Apoſtle had cited 
diners great iudgements of God againf? the 
old Iſraelics fo2 diners ſinnes, he concludeth 2 
C 4 Now 
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Now all theſe things came vnto them for exam- 

es, and were written to admoniſh vs, vpon 
whom the ends of the world are come. So that 
all the judgements we reade of in the Scrip- 
tures, are as ſo many admonitions, and as it 
were Cart-ropes to dzaw vs to Repentance, 
All che iudgements we reade of, doe ſee, and 
beare of euery dap, knocke with maine ſtrokes, 
beate dowue · right vpon our conſciences to re* 
pentance. The vglp monſters, ſtrange births, 
and firieconſtellattons, vnknowne comets, ſo⸗ 
daine deaths, matue llous dzoughts, vnwonted 
ſnowes, hozrible inundations, fozraine wen- 
ders, ſtrange apparitions, thꝛeatnings of hea 
uen aboue, with flaming and ſhaoting fire, 
trembling of the earch vnder our feete, and our 
houſes auer our heads, as of late dayes : What 
arc all theſe, but as it were great Cranes wich 
beames and Cable ropes todzaw vs to the Lozd 
by repentance? 

Thirdlp, the Word of God helpeth vs to re- 
pentauce: Foz as God in the old time ſent his 
P1ophers both early and late, to call the te⸗ 
beilious Jewes to repentance; ſo bee ſendeth 
abzoad the Pzeachers and Meſſengers in theſe 
dapes to ſound vp the Trum pet of his Tow, 
and to ting the ſweece Beis of Aaron among 
them, to awake them to repentance ; but alas, 


how lightly are thep regarded 2 (ho ws 
their 
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their voyce? But ſurely this is the laſt remedp 


that God hach appointed : and if this will not 
moue vs to repentance, if this will not cure vs, 
then are we altogether vncurable. 

Lourthly, the infinite number of ſinnes wee 
haue committed, ought to bee ſo many ſpurres 
in our ſides to pztcke vs to repentance, It is ſut- 
ficient ( ſaith S. Peter) that we haue ſpent the 
time of our life after the luſts of the Gentiles, 
walking in wantoaneſle of luſts, drunkenneſſe, 
gluttony, drinkings, aud all abominable idola- 
tries. Now therefoze it is time to repent, Ob 
that men would looke backe to themlelues, as 
they were foztie,thirtic, twentie, oz ten peeres 


- agoe! Dh that thep would call to minde their 


open and ſecret (las, and me thinketh it ſhould 
make their hearts bleed withia their bellies to 
thinke vpon them: Oh that they wonld conli- 
der how much time they haue mil ſpent, and 
how many good things they haue neglected, and 
altogether omitted. 

Fiftly, che ſhorcoeſſe of our life calleth eat- 
neſtly vpon vs to repent. The time of our lite 
is ſixtie peeres and ten, and if thep live to eigh- 
tie peeres, pet is their ſtrength but labour and 
ſozrow, and ſo it is cut off quickly, and we flie 


- away,ſaith the ꝛophet Dauid: we haue ſpent 


our peeres as a thought, therekoze hee addeth. 
Teach vs to number our dayes, that wee may 


apply 
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apply our hearts to wiſcdome. Dur life,fo2 the 
choꝛtneſſe and inconſtancie of it, in the Scrip⸗ 
tures,is compared to Graſle, to a Uapour,to 
Smoake,coa weaners Shuttle, which glideth 
away ſwiſtly. Euen ſo the dayes of men paſſe 
awap, no man knoweth how. Man isof a ſhore 
continuance (ſaith Iob) and full of trouble. Ex⸗ 
perience teacheth vs that to day aman,to mo2- 
row nonc, Oence away we muſt all, here is no 
abiding place fo2 vs: bow ſoone we know not. 
Therefoze let vs repent. 

Sirtly, the ſmall number of thoſe which 
ſhall be ſaued,ought to thzuſt vs foꝛward to re- 
pentance, Striue to enter in at the narrow gate: 
for many (I ſay vnto you) will ſceke to enter in, 
and ſhall not be able, ſaith Chriſt, Luke 1 3.24. 
And in another place he ſaith, The gate is ſtrait, 
and the way narrow that leadeth vnto life, and 
few there be that hnde it. Tf men would conſider 
of this, it would make them loke better about 
them, and try with themſelues, whether they 
be of that ſmall number oꝛ no. 

Seuenthly,Dcaththreatens vs, which is very 
terrible to the fleſh, and the remembzance of it 
very bitter to a man that is ſouſed and ſoked in 
the pleaſure of this Wozld. Tt flattereth no 
man, it regardeth no perſon, it weigheth no 
friendſhip, it careth not fo rewards, it is very 
grim,valy,and cruell, and killer downe-riccrhe 
where 
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where it hitteth. Therefaze let vs repent. 

Cightly, the day of indgement and ſecond 
appeating of the Son ot man. He will come as 
a there in the night, in the which the beanens 
ſhall paſſe away with a nopſe, and the Ele : 
meats ſhall meit with heat, and the carth with 
the woꝛkes that are therein ſhall be burnt vp. 
Seeing therefoze that all theſe things muſt be 
diſſolued, what manner of perſons cught pou 
fo be in holy conuerſation, and godlineſſe ꝛſaith 
S. beter 2. 3. The Lord leſus ſhall ſhew himſelfe 
from heaven with his mighty Angles in flaming 
fire, rendring vengeance vnto them that know 
not God and obcy not the Goſpell of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrifi ſaith the Apoſt le, 1. Theſſ. 1. I ſaw 
(fauh lohn Rcu. 20.) a great white throne, and 
one that ſate an it, trom whoſe face fled away 
buth the carth and the heauen, and their place 
was no more found. And I faw the dead, both 
great & (mall, and befote God, and the bookes 
were opened, and another booke was opened, 
which is the Booke of life , and the dead were 
judged of thole things which were written in 
the bookes according to their workes; and the 
Sea gaue vp her dead which were in her, and 
death and hell delivered vp their dead which 
were mthem; and they were judged cuery man 
according to his workes. 

In theſe places we (ce both the ſuddeuneCe, 
the 
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the fearefalnefſe and glozy ofChzifts comming. 

Foꝛ be ſhall not come pooze and contemptu 
oaſly,as iu the firft viſitation, but he ſhall come 
very pꝛiucely, ropallp,and triumphantip,to che 
great cerro} ofhis enemies, when a conſuming 
fire ſhall goe befoze him, and ten thouſand thou- 
ſands of Angels waite vpon him:at what time 
the Rings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chiefe Captaines, and the 
mighty men. euer bond-man,and tuety frees 
man ſhall bide chemlelucs in dens, and among 
the rockes of mount ames, and ſap to the rockes 
and mountaines, Fall on vs, and hide vs from 
the pꝛeſente of him that ſitteth on the Throne, 
and froin the w2ath of the Lambe :fo2 the great 
dap of his wath is come, and who can ſtand ? 
Reucl. 6. Therefc1e let vs repent, 

The laſt thing is Hell torments, then the 
which nothing is moze intolerable, There⸗ 
fore ſaith Chꝛiſt, Matth. 9. If thine hand cauſe 
thee to offend, cur it off, it is betrer for thee to 
enter into liſe maimed, chen hauing two hands, 
to goe into hell, into the fire that neuer ſhall be 
quenched, where the worme dyeth not, and the 
fire neuet goeth out. The Sctiptute ſpeaketh 
terribly to our ſenſes concerning the eſtate of 
the damned perſons, calling it hell fire, damna⸗ 
tion, the lake that burneth with fire and bzim- 
gone fo2 ener, In the thirtieth Chapter of the 
Y2ophelie 
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Pzopheſie of Elay, it is called Topher , and is 


even prepared of old, it is euen prepared for the 
King, be hath made it deepe and large, the bur- 
ning thereof is fire and much wood, the breath 
of the Lord, like a riuer of brimftone , doeth 
kindle it. Theſe ſpeches are terrible in them- 
ſelues, aud very maruetlouflp amaze vs. But if 
I had the tongues of an hundzed men, nap ot an 
bund2ed Angels, yet were I not able to vtter 
them, as ſome (one dap) ſhall fele them, much 
leſle were pou able to conceiut them. If all the 
toxures and cruell to ments that can be deut⸗ 
ſed bp the wit of man, were executed vpon ſome 
one, pet were it nothing to this. Wee pooꝛe 
weiches thinke there is no pajne ta a cholicke, 
02 acruell aguet: But if alt cholickes, agnes, 
and other ſtrange diſeales, could poſſibly light 
bpon one man, it were but a flea-bicing to that 
which is to come. The paine ts endlefle, eaſc- 
leſſe and remedileſſe. The dapes of their hel- 
iſh tozyments ſhall neuer weare out, n92 their 
yeeres come to an end, the longer they continue, 
the leſle Hope they haue: and as maup y@res 
be expired as there be men i the world, and 
Carres in the beauens: when as many thou- 
ſand pceres are euded, as there be ſtones and 
ſands bythe Sea ſhoꝛe, vet flill chere be tenne 
hundze3 thouſand times ſo manp moꝛe to tome. 
Tholc that will not uow be moued in hearing, 
Gail 
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ſhall then be cruthed in pieces in feeling, All 
d:unkards, @wearers, Wihozemongers, Aſu⸗ 
rers,Crcortioners,Lyars, Pockers, Contem⸗ 
ners, Secure perſons, Jolly fellowes, Nop⸗ 
firing Rufftans,Luſty-bloovs, the bzaue lads 
ofthe Wo1ld, and all other vabeleeuers ſhall 
one dap be appzehended, and arraigned befoze 
the Barre of Gods Tribunall-ſeate, where the 
Mateſtie of God ſhall Rand aboue them with 
a naked Swoꝛd of Uengeance, and a Scepter 
of Juſtices the Diuell,that old Sathan,ſhall 
ſand on the one ſive to accuſe them, and their 
owne conſcſences on the other ſide to condemne 
them; and the gaſping gulfe of yell vnderneath 
them,readp to ſwallow them vp fo euermoze, 
Then ſhall the dzeadfull ſentence of eternall 
woe and damnation pꝛoceed againſt them,Goe 
ye curſed into hell fire, &c. There they (hall 
dꝛinke (as a iuſt recompence of their tniquitie) 
the bitter cup of Gods eternall wach and in⸗ 
dignation in the kingdome of darkeneſſe, and 
in the fearcfull pꝛeſeute of Sathan, and all the 
curſedenemies of Gods grace: where the dole⸗ 
full Dumme of Gods anger ſhall ever ſound 
thzoughthetr eares, where ever ſhall be wes 
ping and gnaſhing of teeth: where (hall be con 
fuſton, woe, and endlcſſe lamentation: their 
gripes ſhall be lo great, their groanes ſo deepe, 
and their garboiles ſo intollerable that — 
(ha [ 
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ſhall grin like a dog in their infernail conbul⸗ 
ſions, and with howling g yelling cry out, (loc 
and alas that cuer I was bone: O that 3 hag 
neuer brene bozne,02 that mp mother had bozne 
mt a toad: fo, then my conditton ſhould haue 
beene better then it is: curſed was the came A 
was begot in the houte Þ was conceiued in, ano 
the day I ſucked my mothers paps: curſed Þ 
was alwapes, curſed Z am, and curſed Jſhell 
be eucrmoze : To, wo, how great is mp toz⸗ 
ment + TUlhole heart doth not melt: Mhoſe 
carcs doe not glow2TClhole hatres do not and 
bpon his head co beare theſe things: There- 
foze (deare bzeth2zen )lee vs repent, Jt che mercy 
of God cannot allure vs, let bis tadgements 
ſcarre vs: Jf his iudgements cannot ſcarte vs, 
lee the TUlozd moue vs: If the Cdlozd cannot 
moue vs, let our [ins ainaze us: It our tins can- 
not amaze vs, let the ſhoztnes of our kite dambe 
vs: It the ſhoꝛtne ſle of our life cannot dampe 
bs, let the (mall number of choſe that ali be 
{aued afrap vs: If that cannot afray vs, let death 
terrifie vs: If death cannot terriſie vs, let the 
day ok iudgement ſhake vs: Ft that cannot 
ſhake vs, let hell comments ſhudder vs and rend 
vs in pœces. Foz verily ( my bꝛethzen) if none 
of all theſe can pꝛeuaile, if we will not for all 
this repent, but be ſtill obltmate, then we 
all all perich, and bee danued, accozding 
ta 
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to Chiiſs woꝛds. Now let vs p2oc@d to ſpeake 
of thoſe things which binder from repentancet 
which indeed, although they be in number (nft> 
nite, yet at this time J will lay foꝛth ſeuen ſpe⸗ 
ciall lets and hinderances vnto trepent ance. 
The firſt is vabeliefe: that is, when men 
will not beleeue ſuch things which are ſpoken 
ano pꝛoued bnto them out ofthe Wozd of Gov: 
that is it that vomiteth vp all good things, any 
poyſoneth the very intraples of a man, any 
keepe all good graces from vs, as appeareth, 
Match. 13. 38. Hee did not many great workes 
there for their ynbclicfes ſake : and in the fourth 
Chapter tothe Hebrewes it is ſatd : Vnto them 
was the Goſpell preached, as alſo vnto vs: but 
the word that they heard, profited them not, 
becauſe it was not mixt with Faith in thoſe that 
heard ic. So that here we map ſee, alchougy 
we heare neuer fo much, pet if wee bzing not 
Faith with vs, we ſhall neuer pzofit vato repen» 
cauce : Fo} vabeliefe taketh vp our hearts to 
Satan, and refuſech all the wholeſome doctrine 
of Saluation, and doth ſo harden men inthe 
wapes of ſinne, that in the end they become 
paſt fecling, and cannot de touched one whit, 
either with the iudgements 02 mercyof God, 
but count the one as blaſts of winde, aud make 
the other a couert fo? their filthincſſe.You ſhall 


note lome men, who when they haue heard 
their 
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their finnes ſtraightly ripped vp by the Toꝛd 
of Gad, and their iuſt damnation pꝛoued by the 
ſame, without ſpeedy andearnelt repentance, 
will bzeake out into theſe woꝛds of vnbeltefe * 
If this be as he ſaith, God helpe vs, J hope it 
is not ſo: Jtrnit J ſhall doe well enough fox 
all this, as long as I haue a god faith in God, 
and doe no body no harme: Shall J leave my 
pleaſures and mp p2ofic foz their ſaping : 
hat: doe they thinke none ſhall be ſaued, 
but ſuch as reade the Scriptures, and heare 
Sermons: God fo2bid, but thoſe which doe not 
goe to heare Sermons, ſhould be ſaued as well 
as they: why, may not one ſerue God as well 
at home in his houſe, hautug good Bokes and 
god Pꝛayers, as by comming to the Church 
to heare Sermons and Seruice: Alas : thele 
men ſtand to much in their owne lighe, and 
bewzap what folly and ignozance is in them. 
Fo? doe they thinke to bee ſaved by any other 
meanes then God hath appointed: 02 when 
God hath auouched any thing in his TUozd, 
will they except againſt it, and ſo make God a 
lyar: when God hath onte ſet daune a thing, 
and pꝛoued it to their faces, will thep vet re⸗ 
ply, when God hath tolo vs, that the pꝛeaching 
of the op is the oꝛdinary meanes of our (at- 
tation, ſhall we hope to be ſaued, though wee 


if 
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it + Is not this plaine infidelicy and vnbeliefe, 
that when Gan ſaith one thing, wee will ſap 
ancther : when God ſaith yea, we will (ap no, 
I hope not ſo 2 Yea ſurelp, that is it that ſtop- 
peth the way to Gods graces, and barreth vs 
gue from repentance, 

The ſecond let is, the preſurnption of Gods 
mercy : fo2 it men be ſharplp repzoued f̃oꝛ their 
(in, and exhoꝛted to repentance, bp and by they 
talke conertly, ſaying; God is mercifull, God 
is mercitull : as though God were made all of 
mercy , and that there were no iuſtice in him 
at all. And thus the wicked make Gods mercy 
an occaſton to ſinne, Thich thing the Pꝛa⸗ 
phet Nahum in the firſt of bis Pzophecy voth 
ſharply rep2oue: The Lord ( ſaith he) is ſlow to 
anger, but hee is great in power, and will not 
ſurely cleare the wicked. But becatiſe J haue 
ſpoken befoze of this pꝛeſuming e miſapplying 
of Gods mercy, J will here paſſe it ouer, and 
willing pou-tonote it as one ſpeciall let vnto 
Repencance, 

The third hinderance is, the example of the 
multitude: fo; that voth hearten and imbolden 
men vnto linur: as when many Birds flicker 
and flocke together, they fall vpon the baite, 
without any feare; but one 02 two alone will 

be afraid: euen ſo the examples of many ſin⸗ 
companions doe imvolden men to run * 
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the ſnares of Sathan, without any miſtruſt, 
KTherefoze it is (aid in Exod. a 3. Thou ſhalt not 
follow a multitude to doe euill. This is the 
thing which hindereth a great number from 
God: fo2 thep neuer looke vp vnto God, o2 co 
bis woꝛd, but ſtare vpou the common doings of 
moſt men, and examples of the wozld:thinking 
ik they doe as the moſt men doe, and as their 
Foze-fathers haue done befoze them, thep are 
cocke-ſure,and on an euen ground, And therc* 
vpon ariſeth their diuelliſh Pꝛouerbe: Doe as 
the molt men doe, and the feweſt will ſpeake ill 
of you. But they baue fozgotten Saint Pauls 
Nule, Rom. 12. Faſhion not your ſelues like vn- 
to this World. Theſe fellowes that ſtand vpon 
multitudes, will reaſon thus : Ie lee none of 
the great ones ofthe woꝛld, none of the noble, 
none of the rich, none of the wile and pꝛudent, 
receive this doctrine , but onely a few ſhakc⸗ 
ragges, and beggarly raſcals; and therefoze it 
is a token that it is nothing wozth, and that it 
is doubtfull, and not foz vs to meddle withall, 
Loe what thoughts map creepe into our heads 
and how lily Sathan may trumpe in our way 
and blinde-fold vs, and leade vs away inthe 
darke, by doting vs with theexample of the 
multitude. Zherefoze let vs take heed of thole 
pit-tals which Sathan lapeth in our wap, 
and not be carried away with thoſe thougbts 
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and reaſons. The wicked beare themſelues in 
hand, that they hall win the game, and that the 
gole goeth on their ſide, and there is nothing 
but crowing long befo2e it be day, and great 
triumphing among them befoze any ſtroke be 


giuen, and that becauſe we are but a handfull of 


people, and they a great multitude, and that in 
a manner the whole wozld agreeth with them 
to pꝛactiſe our death. Thus the diuell doth caſt 
a miſt befoze their eyes, and cloſelp leads them 
awap from repentance, Therekoze, deare bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, let vs ſtand faſt in the UWIow of the Lo2d, 
and not becaried away, and bowed quite downe 
withthe raging ſtreame ofthe multitude, but 
let vs knob it to be one ſpectall engine of Sa⸗ 
than, wherebp he pzlneth vs from repentance, 
The fourth let vats repentance is long cu- 
Rome of ſinne, fo2 that taketh away all ſenſe and 
feeling of ſinne, and maketh it, as it were, ano⸗ 
cher Nature buto vs, ſo that we may as well 
alter nature, as ſhake it off, when it is once thus 
ſouldꝛed vnto vs though long cuſtome. There- 
foze it is ſaid, ler. 3.23. Can the black- Moore 
change bis skinne, or the Leopard his (pots? 
Then may you alſo doc good that are acculto- 
med to doe euill. There the P)ophet affirmeth 
that it is as hard to cure an old dileaſe, that is 
bꝛed in che bones, and to remedy a ſinne, that 
bath beenc hatched and bꝛought vp with vs, as 
to 
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to waſh aBlack-Mooze white, oꝛ to change the 
ſpotsofa Leopard, which cannot be without 
deſtroying of nature, And ſurely, try it who 
will, he (hall finde it as hard a matter ta leaue 
an old cuſtome, whether it bee of (wearing; of 
gaming, ok lying, ok whoꝛing, ol euill company, 
oꝛ any other ſinne, as ta waſh an Ethiopian. 
Therekoꝛe it is wiitten,Prou.27. Though thou 
ſhouldeſt bray a foole in a morter, among 
Wheate brayed with a Peſtell, yet will not his 
fooliſhneſle depart from him. So that as long 
as we are in tuſtome with ſinne, the booꝛe of te⸗ 
pentance is barred againſt vs, 

The fift hinderance is, long eſcaping of pu- 
niſhmenr, fo2 the wicked thereby are hardened 
in ſinne, and dꝛiuen off from repentance : even 
as an old theefe that hath ellen a long time, 
and eſcaped both pꝛiſon and gallowes, is ani- 
mated moze boldly to pꝛocted in his wickednes, 
thinking he ſhall ſo alwapes eſcape : So many 
filthy and looſe liuers goe fo ward in their ab- 
homination without repentance, thinking that 
becauſe God doth not incontinenclp punifh 
them, and ſhew ſome manifold judgement and 
ſigne ol his wzath vpon them, .therefoze they 
ſhall be acquited fo2 altogether. CUhereas con 
trariwile, if God ſhould by and by ſtrike them 
downe as ſoone as they had ſinned, by thunde⸗ 
ring vpon one, and lightening vpon another, 
and 
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and raigning fire aud bꝛimſtone vpon the third, 
it wonld make them afraid. Percupon it is 
laid in 2.Per. 3.2.4.This firſt vnderſtanding, that 
there ſhall come in the laſt dates mockers, which 
will walke after their luſts,and ſay: Where is the 
promiſe of his comming? For ſince the Fathers 
dycd, all things continue alixe from the begin- 
nivg of the Creation. But let thele men well 
know, that when God hath delayed a long 
time, and pꝛalonged the terme of the wicked, 
at length he will ſhew, that although be waited 
fo) their repentance, yet he foꝛgot not their mil⸗ 
derdes, but regiſtred them befoze him, and pac- 
ked them bp vpon a great heape to increale the 
ferro? of his wꝛath. 

The ſixt hinder ante is, the beholding of 
other mens ends. Foꝛ when ſome men that haue 
liued a wicked and an vngracious life, and haue 
beene notozious ſinners, euen to the Monld⸗ 
ward, ſo that euety man could point at them: 
pet tf vpo their death-bed they can lay a few 
good wozds, and cry God mercy, and ſap their 
p2ayers, and fozgiue all the wozld, and ſo dye 
quietly, it is maruellous to heare how fooliſh 
people of thewozld will exalt them, and inſtifie 
them, ſaping: He made a berp good end, as any 
man could make, he died as quiet as a Lambe, 
and ſet all things in good oꝛder befoze he dyed. 


Dercupon another wicked and monſtrous 
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varlet is incouraged co unne. Foz thinkcth 
he, ſuch a man liueth as loaſcly as J, oꝛ any man 
elle, and yet he made a very good end, and why 
map not J do ſo too: But alas, theſe mens eics 
are bleared, fo to die quiet ly is not to dit god ⸗ 
ly: to cry God merep foz faſhion, is not to haue 
God mercifull : to ſap a few pzapers from the 
teeth ontward, is not fo dye in the Faith of 
Chaiſt; fo2 many doe all theſe, and pet dye mi 
ſerablp. 

The laſt let is, hope of long life : fo2 while 
men keede and beſof them ſelues in this hope, 
they are dꝛunken in ſinne, and deferre the day 
of repentance,as the rich man in the 12.0f Luk. 
dꝛeaming of his long life, caſt off all thought of 
God, and the other life, and of Chꝛiſis com- 
ming, and of all good things, and ſaid within 
himſelfe: Soule, thou haſt much goods laid vp 
for many yeeres , liue at eaſe, cate, drinke, and 
take thy paſtime, Thus the bleare-eyed men 
of this wozld,choake vp repentance, and quite 
ſmother it, by doting themſelues with hope of 
long like, Therefoꝛe, my deare bzethzen, J be⸗ 
leech you by the mercies of God, in the bowels 
of Chziſt Jefns, that none of all theſe common 
lets map ſtap you from ſpeedy and vnkained 
repentance, but that port map ouer⸗ſlide them 
all: Leſt haply you being found without re⸗ 
pentance, and taken tardy in your ſins, you FR 
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